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A Study of Mark – Lesson 31 

Mark 10:35-52 The Request of James and John 

10 35 Then James and John, / the sons of Zebedee, / came to him. / 

“Teacher,” / they said, / “we want you to do / for us / whatever we 

ask.” 

36 “What do you want me to do for you?” / he asked. 

37 They replied, / “Let one of us sit at your right / and the other at 

your left / in your glory.” 

38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” / Jesus said. / “Can you 

drink the cup I drink / or be baptized with the baptism / I am 

baptized with?” 

39 “We can,”/ they answered. 

Jesus said to them, / “You will drink the cup I drink / and be 

baptized with the baptism / I am baptized with, /40 but to sit at my 

right or left / is not for me to grant. / These places belong to those / 

for whom they have been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard about this, / they became indignant / with 

James and John. / 42 Jesus called them together / and said, / “You 

know / that those / who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles/ lord 

it over them, / and their high officials / exercise authority over 

them. / 43 Not so with you. / Instead, / whoever wants to become 

great among you / must be your servant, / 44 and whoever wants to 

be first / must be slave of all. /  45 For even the Son of Man / did 
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not come to be served, / but to serve, / and to give his life / as a 

ransom for many.” 

46Then they came to Jericho. / As Jesus and his disciples, / together 

with a large crowd, / were leaving the city, / a blind man, / 

Bartimaeus / (which means “son of Timaeus”), / was sitting by the 

roadside begging. /  47When he heard / that it was Jesus of 

Nazareth, / he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” / 48 Many rebuked him / and told him to be quiet, / but he 

shouted all the more, / “Son of David, / have mercy on me!” / 
49Jesus stopped and said, / “Call him.” 

 

So they called to the blind man, / “Cheer 

up! / On your feet! / He’s calling you.” 50 

Throwing his cloak aside, / he jumped to 

his feet / and came to Jesus. /  51 “What 

do you want me / to do for you?” / Jesus 

asked him. 

The blind man said, / “Rabbi, / I want to 

see.” 
52 “Go,” / said Jesus, / “your faith has healed you.” / Immediately / 

he received his sight / and followed Jesus along the road. 

Vocabulary 

1. Glory: Splendor, heaven, in praise of deity. 

2. To drink the cup: Go through death 
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3. Beggar: Somebody who begs for money or food from strangers; 

somebody who is very poor. 

4. Persistent: Tenaciously or obstinately continuing despite 

problems or difficulties; Existing or continuing for a long time 

Questions 

1. Why do you think Bartimaeus would choose this place to beg 

for money? 

2. What did Bartimaeus do to attract the attention of Jesus? 

3. What is uproar?  Was Bartimaeus persistent?  What did he want 

Jesus to do? 

4. Bartimaeus called Jesus the Son of David?  What did that mean? 

5. Do you think Bartimaeus had faith that Jesus could actually 

make him see again? 

6. Bartimaeus began with a need, went on to gratitude, and 

finished with loyalty. Do you think those are the stages of 

discipleship? 

Notes 

1. A few facts to realize: 

• Jericho was a city just 15 miles from Jerusalem. 

• Jesus was going to Passover. 

• The religious law said that every male over 12 years of age 

must attend the Passover. 
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• Those unable to go customarily lined the streets and cheered 

on the pilgrims as they went. 

• Jericho was a special town. Many priests and Levites that 

served the Temple lived in Jericho. 

• The Temple used, on a rotating basis, 20,000 priests. They 

were divided into 26 groups. 

• At the Passover time, all the priests were on duty to serve so 

many people. 

• Many priests were hostile to Jesus because Jesus did not obey 

the Law as orthodoxy required. 

2. Jesus attracted a large crowd of people who wanted to hear him, 

but also many many pilgrims were on to road ready to go to 

Passover. 

3. It was the custom for a Rabbi or teacher to actually teach the 

people as they all walked along together. 

4. 

 


